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INTRO TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Autumn 2021

Professor Paul Haber
paul.haber@umontana.edu
Office phone: (406) 243-4862
Political Science Department, course #230
Class meets on Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 – 10:50 in Interdisciplinary Science Bldg 110
Office Hours Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 - 12:30 and happily by appointment: https://umontana.zoom.us/j/92307306227
Teaching Assistant Rachel Willcockson rachel.willcockson@umconnect.umt.edu
Office Hours Mondays 1:00-2:30 and Thursdays 1:00 – 2:30 and happily by appointment: https://umontana.zoom.us/j/93780191899
There is no traditional textbook for this class. However, we will read one monograph: Andrew Bacevich, After the Apocalypse:
America’s Role in a World Transformed. Metropolitan Books, 2021. The Bacevich book is available for purchase at The Bookstore at
the University of Montana and of course elsewhere. All other required readings, and many of the supplemental readings, will all be
available via live links either here on the syllabus, on Moodle, or on-line through the Mansfield Library. It is a requirement of this
class to learn how to access and use Moodle and on-line materials from the university library. If you have technical difficulties with
Moodle, please first contact the on-line people via http://umonline.umt.edu/services-and-support/ and at the library help desk. If this
does not solve the mystery, please reach out to the TA.
Course Description
This course is designed to introduce students to the study and practice of global politics. It examines the ways in which a
wide variety of actors and forces interact across international borders. This list of actors includes states, non-governmental
organizations, transnational corporations, weather, and migrants, amongst others. The course also examines the increasing frequency
of cross- national border traffic of ideas, goods, money, services, and environmental pollutants. The course emphasizes the
importance of defining, communicating, negotiating and collaborating interests and values. Of these, the most important are security
threats. Thus, the course surveys the historical trajectory and regional diversity of security threats. The other major topic of this class
is political economy. We talk a lot about how interests and values are defined by different actors and the balance of power between
these competing voices. The course is designed to help you better understand where you stand and why regarding these issues.
PSCI 230 investigates questions of central importance to a wide range of actors in a variety of different geographical
locations around the world from a diversity of political, conceptual, and methodological perspectives. The course begins with an
historical overview with a focus on the 20th century and then addresses a broad range of 21st century dynamics and challenges.
The class is designed to encourage students to develop your own thinking on some of the most important questions and
debates of our age. Students will read a series of important analyses from different perspectives, and are then encouraged, in class
discussion and exercises as well as writing assignments, to state and defend your own position in light of the analyses you have read.
The diversity of the readings is enhanced by reading a number of articles from authors from countries other than the United States.
The central goal of the class is to help students develop as global citizens and to inquire into how this identity potentially complements
and conflicts with other identities.
Students are required to read all assigned readings carefully and before the class period for which they are assigned. We
will discuss and debate questions raised by the readings in class. It will be near to impossible to follow – let alone participate – in
these discussions if you have not already read the material. The TA is available to discuss the reading and lectures with individuals
and groups out of class. Students are strongly encouraged to make use of this opportunity, especially if you are having difficulty with
quizzes and/or exams. Start early and go often. Do not wait until you are in a crisis situation because it is often too late at that point
to improve as much as would have been possible if you had addressed your confusions earlier.
Students are encouraged to follow current international events. There are a number of ways to do this. One tried and true
way to do this is to read international news coverage in one of the major newspapers (including, but not limited to, New York Times,
LA Times, Christian Science Monitor, Miami Herald, The Guardian, Chicago Tribune, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal). My
recommendation, not requirement, but recommendation for this class, is get a student subscription to the New York Times online
and read it on a regular basis. One can supplement reading newspaper coverage with other publications that focus on or at least
regularly discuss international affairs. Some suggestions include Harper’s, Atlantic Monthly, New York Review of Books,
Commentary, The New Yorker, The Nation, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Policy. There is also radio and the burgeoning podcast
world. National Public Radio has a moderate tone as does the BBC Global News podcast. In this same vein, Fareed Zakaria puts out
a useful weekly podcast called GPS. For those interested in a left leaning perspective, Democracy Now! is quite popular, as is The
Intercept and The Nation. Other good sources from the left include Tom Dispatch and the daily press reports of Nation of Change.
For those interested in libertarian perspectives, check out the Cato Institute and The Independent Institute. For conservative
perspectives, National Review, The American Spectator and American Conservative. For those interested in a debate format, I
recommend the podcasts Left, Right, and Center and even better, Intelligence Squared. In this same vein is the interesting new web
site allsides.com. All of these sources are easy to find on the web. Journal publications that require subscriptions can often be
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accessed and articles downloaded for free through the Mansfield Library. Also, a lot of people like
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
For those with a particular interest in energy and the environment, here is one that I have found particularly useful:
https://www.eenews.net/
Note to students: I am always looking for good sources, so if you use one that you really like, drop me a line and inform me!
Grading
• Your grade will be based on three exams (combined to be worth 60% of total grade) and quizzes and any homework
assignments (together worth 40% of total grade).
•

Exams and quizzes/homework assignments will be based on assigned readings, lectures, class discussions, films, and guest
speakers. Grades will be posted on Moodle in a timely way. Students are encouraged to consult Moodle to check on your
grade and if things are not going well to then review your graded work with the TA and figure out what is going wrong and
what to do about it. There is no extra credit in this class. However, I do guarantee everyone at least a B- in this class if they
do the following: 1. Regularly come to class and take class notes. 2. Regularly do all the required homework and take notes.
3. Meet with the TA with these notes to discuss them, along with quizzes or exams that have been giving you trouble. This
will be discussed more in class.

•

There will be no make-ups for quizzes except in cases of serious emergencies – medical emergencies will require a
doctor’s note. Make-up quizzes will be given by the TA within three days of the missed quiz unless other arrangements are
made (in advance!). If you are not in class on a quiz day or fail to hand in a homework assignment you will receive a zero.
Your two lowest grades on quizzes and homework assignments will not count toward your grade. Make-up exams will
be allowed, but only with a doctor’s note, or for non-medical emergencies, with a typed statement. Make-up exams must be
approved before the date of the regularly scheduled exam. Your graded work will not be handed back. However, students
are encouraged to review graded work with the TA during office hours.

If you miss a class, you are responsible to contact the TA and find out what you missed. If you miss a film showing, you are
responsible for locating a copy of the film and watching it on your own. If you miss a guest speaker, you are responsible for finding
out what was discussed. Remember: If you are going to miss an exam due to illness or emergency, you must contact the professor
before the exam date and arrange a makeup. If you do not, you will not be able to make up the exam and will receive an F grade for
that exam.
It may become necessary or desirable to rearrange assignments or alter the schedule: Any changes will be announced in class as
well as on Moodle. If you miss class, you are responsible for checking with another student or TA for lecture notes and any
announcements that may have been made regarding scheduling or assignments. I do not regularly post nor do I lend out copies of my
lecture notes.
The Writing and Public Speaking Center provides one-on-one tutoring to students at all levels and at any time in the writing process.
Visit now. Visit often. We’re ready when you are. www.umt.edu/writingcenter.
Accessibility
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction by supporting collaboration between students with disabilities,
instructors, and Disability Services for Students. If you have a disability that requires an accommodation, contact me at the beginning
of the semester so that proper accommodations can be provided. Please contact Disability Services for Students if you have questions,
or call Disability Services for Students (DSS) for voice/text at 406.243.2243. You may also fax the Lommasson Center 154 for more
information at 406.243.5330.

Class schedule and assignments (subject to changes)

Section I: Political Economy: The last hundred years or so and a proposal

Week 1 Introduction to the class and to the great debate between Hayek and Keynes and their successors
August 31: Introduction and discussion of class. Your homework assignment for today is to either read this article:
Ezra Klein, “Let’s Not Pretend That the Way We Withdrew From Afghanistan Was the Problem” (available in word document on the
Moodle page for this class or online at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/26/opinion/afghanistan-us-withdrawal.html and/or listen to
this podcast: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/27/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-robert-wright.html (if you want to do one of these and
want my suggestion, listen to the podcast, take notes, jot down questions and comments that occur to you while listening, and bring
them to class).
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In our first class, we will watch and discuss this short video of Van Jones opining on safe spaces on college campuses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zms3EqGbFOk, I will briefly go over the syllabus and Moodle page, and then we will discuss the
article and podcast.
Supplemental materials: (Note: supplemental materials, listed throughout this syllabus, are for those that would like to go deeper into
the subject at hand. They are not required. You will not be tested on them)
Paul Haber, Study Habits for Students (on Moodle)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3FfL46OzYI
Denzel Washington on taking risks.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4O2JK_94g3Y
Dandapani on the importance of concentration.
September 2: Terms of the debate over how to organize a political economy. Your homework is to have watched the video, Battle of
Ideas, and come to class with comments and questions related to it. If you do not watch the video, you may well have a difficult time
following the discussion. Also, read these two articles by Paul Krugman. The first one has so many great graphs in it that I am going
to ask you to gain access online (the New York Times will allow you a small number of free visits to their site). The second one,
while you are welcome to go to the original (which I have inserted into the word document) I suggest using the word document to be
found on Moodle because I have highlighted some areas that I would like to draw your attention towards and posted some questions
and comments.
1. Commanding Heights, Part 1 “The Battle of Ideas.” The video portrays a great debate over what form capitalism should take,
highlighting the perspectives of two of the most influential economists of the 20th century: John Maynard Keynes and Fredrick von
Hayek. The video is about 2 hours long. It can be found on YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXULSLoALC4
2. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/20/opinion/us-globalizationtariffs.html?action=click&algo=identity&block=more_in_recirc&fellback=false&imp_id=826144628&impression_id=4bd8a85301f8-11ec-8cfde3520634dc8d&index=4&pgtype=Article&pool=more_in_pools%2Fopinion&region=footer&req_id=642681119&surface=eos-morein&variant=holdout_more-in
3. Krugman on Keynesianism vs Neoliberalism NYT 8-3-21 (Moodle)
Week 2 Neoliberalism (aka libertarianism)
September 7: An Introduction to Neoliberalism (aka libertarianism) See Moodle for articles.
• Adam Smith. “An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations,” (1776)
o This reading provides the basic tenets of Classic Liberalism, upon which Neoliberalism is based.
• Friedrich Von Hayek. “Road to Serfdom,” Introduction by Milton Friedman, (1944): pp. 22 – 36.
o Only the introduction is required, but this text is a seminal work for the Neoliberal perspective. The introduction
provides background and context for the comics.
• “Road to Serfdom” (Comic representation).
o These comics provide a succinct overview of Hayek’s viewpoint.
Supplemental materials: (supplemental materials, listed throughout this syllabus, are for those that would like to go deeper into the
subject at hand. They are not required. You will not be tested on them)
https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/568739-brace-yourself-inflations-coming-back-stronger-than-ever
Neoliberals are particularly concerned about inflation and as Keynesians are on unemployment. Here is the neoliberal concern
regarding increases in deficit spending during the pandemic in the U.S.
Ha-Joon Chang, “Kicking Away the Ladder: The Real History of Free Trade,” Foreign Policy in Focus, (2003), pp. 1 – 20.
This is a succinct and poignant critique of the Neoliberal perspective. Posted on Moodle.
William Deresiewicz, “The Neoliberal Arts: How college sold its soul to the market,” Harpers Magazine, September 2015.
For those interested in a fascinating critique of neoliberal education, take a look. Posted on Moodle. Highly recommended.
https://www.independent.org/issues/article.asp?id=13056
Hayek’s condensed 73 page version of Road to Serfdom from Reader’s Digest 1948.
https://www.cato.org/publications/policy-report/swedens-lessons-america https://reason.com/1978/05/01/who-would-chose-socialism
https://www.independent.org/news/article.asp?id=13350&omhide=trueThese readings are by neoliberals.
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Sept. 9: Quiz 1, and more on neoliberalism.
https://cdn.mises.org/Free%20Market%20Economics%20A%20Basic%20Reader_4.pdf
Selections from Bettina Bien Greaves, Free Market Economics: A Reader from the von Mises Institute, 1975. I went through and
selected 45 pages of this 300 page reader and posted them on Moodle. You need not read each and every page carefully. What you
need to do is look through this material and get a flavor for the libertarian heart and mind. I will lecture on the defining characteristics
of the von Mises school in class.
https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/we-hear-a-lot-about-us-jobs-being-outsourced-overseas-stolen-but-what-about-the-8m-insourcedjobs-we-stole-from-overseas-in-2019/Good defense of how neoliberal globalization is good for the US from AEI’s Mark Perry.
https://www.heritage.org/budget-and-spending/commentary/9-things-you-need-know-about-the-budget-resolutions-reckless-tax-and
Critique of 2021 Biden proposals from the Heritage Foundation, an extremely influential conservative think tank in Washington DC.
Supplemental materials:
https://media4.manhattan-institute.org/sites/default/files/R-BR-0918.pdf
A budget reform proposal from the Manhattan Institute published in 2018. What is perhaps most interesting to me about this detailed
proposal is that while it reflects the values of neoliberalism it also seeks to seriously take political reality into account and thus rather
than running on ideology divorced from that political reality tries to push budget reform to the right while knowing that at least for
now it can only end up in the middle.
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/03/25/where-is-the-u-s-government-getting-all-the-money-its-spending-in-thecoronavirus-crisis/ Good backgrounder on how the federal government pays for deficit spending.
https://hewlett.org/modern-conservatisms-role-in-replacing-neoliberalism-qa-with-oren-cass/
Short interview with the founder of American Compass, a conservative group.
https://intelligencesquaredus.org/news/blog/joseph-stiglitz-and-katherine-mangu-ward-argue-whether-progressives-can-savecapitalism Conversation with Joe Stiglitz and Reason editor in chief Katherine Mangu-Ward. January 10, 2020.
Week 3 Critique of Neoliberalism and The Social Democratic Neo-Keynesian Alternative
Sept. 14: We begin discussion of the critique and the alternative.
•
•

http://bostonreview.net/class-inequality/robert-pollin-gerald-epstein-neoliberalism%E2%80%99s-bailout-problem
Robert Pollin and Gerald Epstein, “Neoliberalism’s Bailout Problem: Mainstream economics ignores the massive
government interventions that “free market” capitalism requires” Boston Review, June 24, 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/08/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-jamila-michener.html?searchResultPosition=1
This is an excellent interview on the distinction between employer centered vs employee centered economy and economic
policy. What story do we tell about this question really matters, and neoliberals and social democrats answer the question in
different and consequential ways. Klein interviews Jamila Michener, associate professor of government at Cornell
University and co-director of Cornell’s Center for Health Equity. The interview took place as virtually all the Republican
governors, who lean neoliberal, were cutting off unemployment benefits before the funding ended from the federal
government because of their concern that people were not taking the relatively low paying jobs that employers wanted them
to take.

Sept. 16 Quiz 2, and continuation of critique and proposal.
• https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/true-new-deal-for-the-covid-19-era/
Supplemental materials:
Mike Kunczal, Katy Milani, and Ariel Evans, The Empirical Failures of Neoliberalism. Roosevelt Center. January 2020.
14 pages. https://rooseveltinstitute.org/publications/the-empirical-failures-of-neoliberalism/
Larry Krammer, Beyond Neoliberalism: Rethinking Political Economy. Hewlett Foundation, April 2018. 26 pages.
https://hewlett.org/library/beyond-neoliberalism-rethinking-political-economy/
Felicia Wong, The Post Neoliberal World. Democracy Journal, May 7, 2020. 8 pages. Available on Moodle.
Felicia Wong, Building Post-Neoliberal Institutions. Democracy Journal, Summer 2019. 10 pages. Available on Moodle.
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/10/opinion/coronavirus-us-economyinequality.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_NN_p_20200410&instance_id=17527&nl=morningbriefing&regi_id=91585686&section=topNews&segment_id=24620&te=1&user_id=5b3e478f7d394d11d5785eb3fcab20b7
Brilliant piece on inequality. Probably the best thing from this perspective at this short length I have ever seen.
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Joseph Stiglitz and others, Rewriting the Rules of the American Economy. Roosevelt Center, 2015.
http://rooseveltinstitute.org/rewriting-rules-report/ This is a social democratic blueprint.
https://democracyjournal.org/magazine/52/economic-dignity/
Fairly long article, later made into a book, on the importance of economic dignity. I would add that many things can contribute to
political polarization, but one of the important ones is lack of widespread economic dignity. Hypothesis: More economic dignity for
more people = polarization medicine.
Films: Saving Capitalism and also Inequality for All both feature Robert Reich, Labor Secretary during the first term of the Clinton
Administration who fell out with the president over Clinton’s promotion of the neoliberal model. Currently professor at UC Berkeley,
Reich is a well-known critic and proposer of social democratic alternatives. Inequality for All is more recent. Both on Netflix.
https://democracyjournal.org/magazine/52/economic-dignity/
https://intelligencesquaredus.org/news/blog/joseph-stiglitz-and-katherine-mangu-ward-argue-whether-progressives-can-savecapitalism Intelligence Squared bonus episode: Conversation with Joe Stiglitz and Reason editor in chief Katherine Mangu-Ward.
January 10, 2020.
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/blog/booked-3-what-exactly-is-neoliberalism-wendy-brown-undoing-the-demos
Week 4 Latin American Political Economy, and Exam 1 review
Sept. 21: No readings, lecture on how the battle of ideas has played out in Latin America over the course of the past century. Ideas to
be discussed include two schools of dependency theory (one Marxist, the other Import Substitution Industrialization), economic crisis
in the 1980s leading to shift to neoliberalism as dominant in the region, 21st century crisis of neoliberalism leading to Pink Tide, and
today a complex mix of neoliberal and state-led capitalist models in the region.
Sept. 23: Exam 1 Review Session
Week 5 Exam 1 and first day of Section II: Different ways to think about security threats
Sept. 28: Exam 1

Section II: Different ways to think about security threats
Sept. 30 An Introduction to Thinking About Thinking About Security Threats
Homework assignment for today to be determined.

Week 6 A Provocative Assessment of the United States in the World from Andrew Bacevich
October 5 Introduction and chapter 1
October 7 Quiz 3, and chapters 2-3
Supplemental materials:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Authorization_for_Use_of_Military_Force_of_2001
The Authorization to Use Military Force of 2001 was passed by both houses of congress and signed into law by President Bush just a
few days after 9/11 and has been used 31 times. Congresswoman Barbara Lee, the only person to vote against it, has consistently
criticized it since for being a blank check giving the government unlimited powers to wage war without debate. She wants congress to
be involved in decisions to go to war, as required by the US Constitution.
Week 7 Bacevich continued
October 12 Chapters 4-5
October 14 Quiz 4, and chapters 6-7
Week 8 Bacevich concluded and Introduction to Climate Change
October 19 Chapter 8 and Conclusion
October 21 Quiz 5, and Climate Change Day 1 Perspectives from the foreign policy establishment point of view. 28 pages of text.
• Rose Gideon, The Fire Next Time. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2020.
• William Nordhaus, The Climate Club: How to Fix a Failing Global Effort. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2020.
• Inês Azevedo et al, The Paths to Net Zero: How Technology Can Save the Planet. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2020.
• James Baker III et al, The Strategic Case for U.S. Climate Leadership: How Americans Can Win With a Pro-Market
Solution. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2020.
All of these articles from Foreign Affairs are available online at Mansfield Library. If you are new to doing this, a reference librarian
can help you. It is an important skill to learn, how to access articles on line through the university’s library.
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Week 9 Climate Change continued
Oct. 26 Climate Change Day 2 (all of these articles from the same issue of Foreign Affairs, May/June 2020. 28 pages.
• John Podesta and Todd Stern, A Foreign Policy for the Climate: How American Leadership Can Avert Catastrophe.
• Rebecca Henderson, The Unlikely Environmentalists: How the Private Sector Can Combat Climate Change.
• Kathy Baughman McLeod, Building a Resilient Planet: How to Adapt to Climate Change From the Bottom Up.
• Mohamed Adow, The Climate Debt: What the West Owes the Rest.
Oct. 28 Quiz 6, and Climate Change Day 3
• Ezra Klein interview with Saul Griffith. Episode 357. https://www.vox.com/podcasts/2020/8/27/21403184/saul-griffithezra-klein-show-solve-climate-change-green-new-deal-rewiring-america This page has the podcast, along with a number of
helpful links.
• https://www.volts.wtf/p/crunch-time-this-is-americas-last
David Roberts, Crunch time: this is America's last chance at serious climate policy for a decade.
• Greg Jackson, “Prayer for a Just War: Finding meaning in the climate fight.” Harper’s Magazine, June 2021. (Moodle)
Long list of supplemental materials for climate change:

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/04/22/climate/new-climate-pledge.html
Brad Plumer and Nadja Popovich, The US Has a New Climate Goal How Does It Stack Up Globally?
Compares targets and challenges of the US vs other countries.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/06/11/sustainable-investment-is-flooding-the-market/
Lisa Viscidi, the director of the energy, climate change, and extractive industries program at the Inter-American Dialogue.
“Sustainable Investment Is Flooding the Market And Latin America is poised for a windfall.” Brief 2 page article.
http://filesforprogress.org/memos/standards_investments.pdf
2020 polling data on how Americans want to respond to climate change with preferences for particular policies over others.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/01/opinion/exxon-mobil-board.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
Interesting article about changing board of directors at Exxon.
https://issues.org/california-getting-to-zero-emissions/#.XsLT9CYngiI.twitter
A technology innovation carbon capture plan for California, with implications for other jurisdictions.
https://www.iea.org/reports/the-role-of-critical-minerals-in-clean-energy-transitions/executive-summary A sophisticated summary of one of the challenges to the
energy transition to renewables from an industry perspective.
https://www.thankyounorthface.com/
A message from an oil and gas CEO noting that without oil and gas exploring the outdoors would not be happening.
https://medium.com/otherlab-news/how-do-we-decarbonize-7fc2fa84e887
Seth Griffith’s take on how we should transition.
Steven E. Koonin, Unsettled: What Climate Science Tells Us, What It Doesn’t, and Why It Matters. BenBella Books, May 2021.
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
The most recent IPCC Climate Report (AR6 Climate Change 2021:The Physical Science Basis)
Ezra Klein, It Seems Odd That We Would Let the World Burn. NYT, July 15, 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/world/europe/climate-change-carbon-green-new-deal.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
Europe may force global economic hand in ways that make a difference
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions
2019 data on sources of emissions in the US.
https://missoulacurrent.com/government/2021/06/republicans-climate-caucus/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=montana-today_583
Brief article announcing launch of the Republican Climate Caucus.
David Wallace-Wells, “Time to Panic” The New York Times, International edition; New York [New York]19 Feb 2019.
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-joe-rogan-experience/e/59263544 Two hour interview with David Wallace-W
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2020/08/20/climate-emergency-130-degrees/
Pretty doom and gloom future prospectus
David Wallace-Wells March 3, 2019 Ezra Klein Podcast, “Life after climate change” https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/the-ezra-klein-show/life-after-climatechange-_nyupjJDPeZ/
David Wallace-Wells, “The Uninhabitable Earth,” New York Magazine, July 10, 2017.
https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/2019/9/10/20847401/sunrise-movement-climate-change-activist-millennials-global-warming
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https://www.volts.wtf/p/rooftop-solar-and-home-batteries?r=22sim&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email&utm_source=copy
A relatively nerdy treatment of the debate between those who advocate centralized renewables and those who advocate decentralized rooftop type installations. In my
view, this is one of the key areas of interest, an example of good research intervening amongst those who are trying to figure out how best rather than if we should move
toward increasing levels of electrification run on renewables. I have already inserted this into the suggested readings section.
https://joebiden.com/clean-energy/#
Biden climate change/energy plan
Alice Hill and Leonardo Martinez-Diaz, Adapt or Perish. Foreign Affairs, Jan/Feb 2020
2020 polling data on how Americans want to respond to climate change with preferences for particular policies over others.
http://filesforprogress.org/memos/standards_investments.pdf
https://www.independent.org/news/article.asp?id=13067 A libertarian take on climate change.
https://issues.org/california-getting-to-zero-emissions/#.XsLT9CYngiI.twitter
A technology innovation carbon capture plan for California, with implications for other jurisdictions.
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/pricing-our-climate
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/08/01/magazine/climate-change-losing-earth.html?mtrref=www.google.com&assetType=REGIWALL This is a long
investigative piece on the public policy process.
https://www.vox.com/2018/10/10/17952334/climate-change-global-warming-un-ipcc-report-solutions-carbon-tax-electric-vehicles
10 things to do about climate change. Good list!
https://www.thenation.com/article/climate-change-national-security/
Good article from the left by Michael Klare on military and climate change. If not required, then supplemental for sure.
American Association for the Advancement of Science, What We Know. April 2014.
http://whatweknow.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/whatweknow_website.pdf
Critical response to AAAS report by CATO Institute. http://www.cato.org/blog/aaass-guide-climate-alarmism
Coral Davenport, “Major Climate Report Describes a Strong Risk of Crisis as Early as 2040” New York Times Oct. 7, 2018
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/07/climate/ipcc-climate-report-2040.html
Princeton Climate Scientists Tried to Ignore a Campus Skeptic. Then He Went to the White House. By Marc Parry AUGUST 16, 2019 Chronicle of Higher Education.
Note: Can be located on line through Mansfield Library
https://www.independent.org/news/article.asp?id=12951
Brief article by sceptic regarding the 1.5 target.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooyttsZK5X8
The hour long Meet the Press on Climate Change, December 30, 2018.
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/31/exxon-mobil-massachusetts-climate-change-lawsuitgreenwashing/?utm_source=The+Intercept+Newsletter&utm_campaign=071ebfbe37EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_11_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e00a5122d3-071ebfbe37-131635733
Legal case against ExonMobil for defrauding the public regarding climate change, linking it to tobacco history of corporate malfeasance.
Commentary on the above: https://www.yaleclimateconnections.org/2019/01/nbc-meet-the-press-goes-long-on-climate-change/
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
4th National Climate Assessment of the US Government, 2018. There is a link to short summary of findings.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/business/energy-environment/renewable-energy-national-academy-matt-jacobson.html
This is an explosive long article from NYT that got a lot of attention around the time of its publication. It asserted itself to be a balanced view on a lot of interviews
with solid scientists. Of course, it attracted critique from those claiming hoax:
The original story is here: http://nymag.com/daily/ intelligencer/2017/07/climate- change-earth-too-hot-for- humans.html?utm_campaign=nym&
utm_source=fb&utm_medium=s1 Commentary from The Economist: https://www.economist.com/ news/finance-and-economics/ 21725011-transition-away- fossilfuels-necessary-it- will-not-be-painless-can
Here is an expanded argument from CATO. Patrick Michaels and Paul Knappenberger, Lukewarming. CATO Institute, 2015. You can also download a working paper
of this work at http://www.cato.org/publications/working-paper/climate-models-climate-reality-closer-look-lukewarming-world
--Montana readings:
May 2021 study of Montana pathway to decarbonization. Download the study Affordable and Reliable Decarbonization Pathways for Montana (PDF). Our
executive summary is here (PDF). A brief fact sheet is here (PDF). Highly recommended for Montana climate change nerds.
White Paper by Montana Senator Dick Barrett (let me know if you want to see it)
About the possibility of wind in Eastern Montana: http://billingsgazette.com/news/state-and-regional/montana/montana-s-largest-wind-farm-quietly-develops-northeastof-colstrip/article_35f5dee1-175c-57f6-b778-dd9054bb8238.html
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After Nature: A Politics for the Anthropocene
Jedediah Purdy A web site from Harvard gives a number of sources that can be tapped.
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674368224&content=reviews
This article is an interview with one of the many climate scientists who are sounding a much direr message concerning the onset of feedback loops. Note that his most
recent book is cited here. http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/31661-mass-extinction-it-s-the-end-of-the
Yale study on public opinion by self-identified political identity, from liberal democrat to conservative republican.
http://ouleft.org/wp-content/uploads/Politics_and_Global_Warming.pdf
‘Climate change hysteria’ is a phrase used by critics of those who urge the government to take significant action to reverse global warming trends. One well known is a
Princeton scientist named Freemon Dyson of Princeton. Watch him here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiKfWdXXfIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pou3sGedeK4

Week 10: Nuclear Weapons and Exam 2 review
Nov. 2: Sam Harris interview with William and Lisa Perry. https://samharris.org/podcasts/210-logic-doomsday/
Nov. 4: Exam 2 review session
Week 11 Exam 2
Nov. 9 Exam 2
Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day, no classes

Section III: Issues in Focus, China and Immigration

Week 12 U.S. – China Relations
Nov. 16
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XewnyUJgyA4 Taking lessons from a historical pattern called "Thucydides's Trap,"
political scientist Graham Allison shows why a rising China and a dominant United States could be headed towards a violent
collision no one wants. What might be done to avoid it?
• Wang Jisi, The Plot Against China? How Beijing Sees the New Washington Consensus. Foreign Affairs, July/August 2021.
• Matt Pottinger, Beijing’s American Hustle: How Chinese Grand Strategy Exploits U.S. Power. Foreign Affairs, Sep/Oct2021
• Orina Skylar Mastro, The Taiwan Temptation: Why Beijing Might Resort to Force. Foreign Affairs, Jul/Aug 2021.
• China Doesn’t Pose an Existential Threat for America
• Michael D. Swaine, Concerns over China's rise are overblown. https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/21/china-existentialthreat-america/?mc_cid=51f53f2fd6&mc_eid=eb2b8cdacd
Nov. 18 Quiz 7, and current events regarding China. Readings to be determined. The articles listed here for now as placeholders may
or may not end up being assigned.
https://www.businessinsider.com/congress-is-battling-over-us-response-to-china-growing-power-20216?mc_cid=f9873c5677&mc_eid=eb2b8cdacd
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/pentagon-china-nuclear/
China threat becomes the new reason to increase military spending, by Michael Klare.
Ian Johnson, A Most Adaptable Party: The belief that history brought it to power is one of the few ideological constants in the Chinese
Communist Party’s hundred-year saga. New York Review of Books, July 1, 2021 issue. Can be accessed on line at Mansfield.
Supplemental Materials:
Lee Hsien Loong, The Endangered Asian Century. Foreign Affairs, July/August 2020.
Minxin Pei, China’s Coming Upheaval: Competition, The Coronavirus, and the Weakness of Xi Jinping. Foreign Affairs, May/June
2020.
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/discussions/6863125/h-diplo-review-essay-294-thucydides-andchina?mc_cid=03a7abaac3&mc_eid=ea43769b92 A long critical review of Allison’s work.
https://www.heritage.org/asia/report/assessing-beijings-power-blueprint-the-us-response-china-over-the-next-decades
Heritage report on US-China Relations. February 2020.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/23/opinion/climate-coal-china-us.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article
Krugman nerds out.
Julian Gewirtz, China Thinks America Is Losing. Foreign Affairs, Nov/Dec 2020.
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https://responsiblestatecraft.org/2020/08/26/how-to-manufacture-a-new-cold-war-withchina/?mc_cid=04b120b2a2&mc_eid=eb2b8cdacd
Graham Allison, The New Spheres of Influence: Sharing the Globe With Other Great Powers. Foreign Affairs, Mar/Apr2020.
Fareed Zakaria, The New China Scare: Why America Shouldn’t Panic About Its Latest Challenger. Foreign Affairs, Jan/Feb 2020.
The U.S. is losing ground in the global effort to promote democratic ideals (Washington Post – Michael McFaul, June 4, 2020)
The pandemic is hurting China’s Belt and Road Initiative (The Economist, June 6, 2020)
Week 13 Immigration and Thanksgiving
Nov. 23 Introduction to Immigration
Yuval Noah Harari, “Immigration” in 21 Lessons for the 21st Century. Random House, 2018, pp. 140 – 157. On Moodle
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-immigration-debate-0
Backgrounder from June 2020
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/breaking-down-bidens-immigration-actions-through-abbreviations Brief article that provides helpful
explanations of different immigration programs
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving (no classes)
Week 14 Immigration and bold ideas and initiatives to make the world a better, safer place.
Nov. 30 Immigration Day 2
• https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/central-americas-turbulent-northern-triangle
• https://www.cfr.org/event/reporting-us-immigration-policies-and-migration
An hour-long panel discussion from late July 2021.
Dec. 2 Quiz 8, and bold ideas and initiatives to make the world a better, safer place. I have listed below a few potential ideas here as
placeholders. Decisions and assignments will be forthcoming. Suggestions from students more than welcome.
Some placeholder ideas:
Sustainable Development Goals as set by the United Nations, contextualized within the question of international development and
international development assistance programs.
Guest Speaker: Deborah Hines, formerly of the World Bank and the United Nations, with many years of development experience in
Africa and Latin America, currently living in Bozeman.
Guest Speaker: Mark Nechodom, many years working in government and the private sector on climate related energy issues.
Currently living in California but comes to Montana on a regular basis (also happens to be my best friend).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F_eYLYAKQI
Interview with former British Labor Leader Ed Miliband and author of Go Big.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/opinion/compulsory-national-service-america.html
Proposal for mandatory one-year social service
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/opinion/us-politics-edward-bellamy.html
Daniel Immerwahr, “The Strange, Sad Death of America’s Political Imagination” (Available on Moodle)
Supplemental materials on immigration:
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/23/magazine/climatemigration.html?action=click&module=Editors%20Picks&pgtype=Homepage
This is a particularly good article on the relationship between climate change and migration. The graphics are fantastic.
https://www.thedialogue.org/analysis/northern-triangle-the-origins-of-americas-migrant-crisis/
Documentary on origins of the recent increase of Central American migration through Mexico to US border.
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https://catalyst.independent.org/2020/02/25/a-quick-refresher-on-legal-immigration-and-its-impact-on-the-u-s-economy/
The libertarian view on immigration, that like the pro-business Wall Street Journal, is in sharp contrast to the highly restrictionist
stance of restrictionists that set the immigration agenda of the Republican Party, where the libertarians more often than not find their
political party home.
Jordan Peterson interviews Ayaan Hirsi Ali. Ali is a Somali-born Dutch-American activist, feminist, author, scholar, and former
politician best known for her activism against what she perceives to be women’s poor treatment in much of Islam. The interview took
place on February 2, 2021, not long after the release of her most recent book, Prey: Immigration, Islam, and the Erosion of Women’s
Rights. She takes an interesting tact on immigration. She is not wanting to close borders, she is wanting to insist in the effective
integration of people into Western or modern cultures, especially as it concerns women. She is concerned that the lack of such
integration and the cultural relativism of many in these western modern receiving cultures is counterproductive, particularly for the
safety and general wellbeing of women in these receiving states.
https://www.thedialogue.org/blogs/2021/04/its-time-to-restore-asylum-protections-for-domestic-violence-survivors-at-the-us-border/
Short article urging Biden Administration to liberalize immigration policy, with emphasis on better protecting domestic violence
survivors by liberalizing the processes that grant asylum for these applicants.
“Global Report on Internal Displacement” (Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, April 2020), https://www.internaldisplacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2020-IDMC-GRID.pdf
Ruth Milkman, Deepak Bhargava and Penny Lewis, editors, Immigration Matters: Movements, Visions, and Strategies for a
Progressive Future. The New Press, 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/16/us/politics/asylum-domestic-abuse-gangviolence.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
Katie Benner and Miriam Jordan, “U.S. Ends Trump Policy Limiting Asylum for Gang and Domestic Violence Survivors: The
decision will affect tens of thousands of cases moving through backlogged immigration courts.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/06/world/americas/central-america-migration-kamala-harris.html
Week 15 Exam 3
Dec. 7 Exam 3 review session
Dec. 9 Exam 3

